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In late December of 2011, Ontario's 
McGuinty government announced the 
introduction of the Ontario Tuition 
Grant. The OTG intended to reduce 
the financial stress on the province's 
undergraduate population and was 
designed to cover 30% of the average 
tuition paid by Ontario students. This 
is great news for undergraduate stu- 
dents in Ontario. 

However, the grant is not without 
its restrictions. Mature students, stu- 
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dents restricted by OSAP, students 
attending out-of-province universi- 
ties and students attending Ontario's 
privately funded universities are not 
eligible. 

Ontario's privately funded universi- 
ties were not officially made aware of 
their students’ ineligibility until Janu- 
ary 12, and without formal explana- 
tion, 

When asked specifically why stu- 
dents attending Ontario's privately 
funded post-secondary institutions 
do not qualify for the grant, Tanya 
Blazina, Media Relations for the Min- 
istry of Training, simply stated that, 


“the grant is only available to students 
attending Ontario’s publicly funded 
colleges and universities.” That infor- 
mation can also be found on the OSAP 
website. 

Dr. Hubert Krygsman, President 
of Redeemer University College in 
Ancaster, and Dr. Gary Nelson, Presi- 
dent of Tyndale University College in 
Toronto, offer puzzled explanations to 
their students. 

“We don't know entirely why our 
students are being excluded, but it ap- 
pears to be partly for budget reasons,” 
says Krygsman. “Certainly Redeemer 
is authorized by Ontario legislation 
to grant degrees and to call ourselves 
a university, and our students were 
always eligible for OSAP. It seems un- 
fair that our students do not receive 
the grant,” 

“My understanding is that private 
institutions are being excluded from 
the Ontario Tuition Grant proposal ar- 
bitrarily,” comments Nelson. “We seek 
to be publicly accountable and follow 
the Quality Assurance frameworks set 
out by the province. The Bachelor of 
Education degree at Tyndale has gone 
through a thorough evaluation by the 
Ontario College of Teachers. We do 
not wish to avoid this kind of account- 
ability, and in fact believe that it is 
critical for our students and helpful in 


making us better at what we do.” 

Both Redeemer and Tyndale are 
seeking future grant eligibility. The 
universities are currently working with 
Minister Glen Murray of the Ministry 
of Training, Colleges and Universities, 
to discuss grant eligibility further, 
hoping the efforts will help the Minis- 
ter to reconsider, 

Krygsman hopes these decisions 
will be made by mid-March, since 
that's when the access to OSAP appli- 
cations becomes open. This would al- 
low students to apply for the grant for 
the 2012-13 academic year. 

“We are hopeful that the govern- 
ment will change their mind and make 
it possible for our students to be eli- 
gible,” he says. 


In efforts to cover the annual $420 
million cost of the grant, which will as- 
sist over 300,000 post-secondary stu- 
dents across Ontario, the province will 
be reallocating funds from the Queen 
Elizabeth I Aiming for the Top schol- 
arship, the Textbook and Technology 
Grant, and the Ontario Trust for Stu- 
dent Support. 


While privately funded Ontario 
universities were not able to partici- 
pate in the Ontario Trust for Student 
Support program, a $25 million fund 
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that matched donated institutional 
scholarships and bursaries, their stu- 
dents were able to receive both the 
QEII Aiming for the Top scholarship 
(a $35 million scholarship program 
with about 15,000 recipients) and the 
Textbook and Technology Grant (a 
$39 million grant program). 


According to the Ministry, there are 
34 students currently holding a QEII 
Aiming for the Top scholarship at pri- 
vately funded schools across Ontario. 
All current QEI recipients will be able 
to renew their scholarship for up to 
three years, provided they meet the 
eligibility criteria; however, no new 
QEII scholarships will be offered in 
the 2012-13 academic year. 


In mid-January, the Liberals an- 
nounced another budget cut, one 
which also affects the post-secondary 
sphere, cutting $42 million from the 
Ontario Research Fund. However, 
Blazina emphasizes that “the govern- 
ment’s decision about the Ontario 
Research Fund is completely indepen- 
dent of the the OTG.” 


The OTG itself is not officially af- 
filiated with OSAP, thus allowing such 
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P-ROFL-SAYS 


The Steelers? The Steelers, they defeated?! Perhaps God really is 
with Tim Tebow! 
- Prof, Haas 


At the end of class... "Go forth and multiply!” 
- Dr. Barkman 


What's your worldview?’ It's a good pick-up line really,” 
- Dr. Beldman 


(In response to a question about hell): “We'll get to hell later... Wait, 
no! | didn’t mean that we're all going to hell. ... Please don't put that 
in my evaluation.” 

- Dr. Barkman 


“We are made in the image of God who is a snowman.” 
- Dr. Barkman 


“He's not all mars, there’s a little venus about him as well.” 
- Dr. Faber on Charles || 


“Watch out for these sneaky theory students. It all starts with sneak- 


ing in thirds, then, they're out stealing car meters!” 
- Prof. Fifield 


SEND YOUR FUNNY PROF QUOTES TO EDITOR@THECROWN.CA 
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eligibility restrictions. 


And while confused students at both 
Redeemer and Tyndale are finding 
budget cuts, financial reallocations, 
and lack of concrete answers frustrat- 
ing, Krygsman and Nelson are careful 
not to make any direct assumptions. 

“Redeemer is non-profit,” says 
Krygsman. “Our offered supplemental 
financial aid does not come from the 
government, but from donors.” 

Nelson agrees, “This is not a ques- 
tion about whether or not private 
institutions legislated to offer under- 
graduate university education should 
receive public money - that’s a sepa- 
rate conversation.” 

What Nelson does note, however, is 
that the OTG makes use of tax-payers 
money, some of which was formerly 
available as grants or scholarships to 
the students of private universities in 
Ontario. The real conversation, ac- 
cording to Nelson, is seeded here. 

“Should Ontario students, whose 
families have participated as tax pay- 
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ers in the building up of civil society 
in Ontario, be excluded in the Ontario 
Tuition Grant because they have cho- 
sen to attend a private undergraduate 
university college?” 


The Ministry of Training remains 
enthusiastic about the grant. “It will 
ensure post-secondary education 
remains accessible and affordable,” 
comments Blazina. “During fiscal 
times, we remain committed to build- 
ing the best educated workforce in the 
world and helping attract more jobs 
and new investment.” 

Redeemer University College and 
Tyndale University College are the 
only two private, government ap- 
proved and accredited universities 
across the province. There are 15 other 
not-for-profit private institutions that 
offer religious programs and degrees, 
and these are also excluded from the 
Ontario Tuition Grant. 
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Most students at Redeemer 
likely too young to have had Mr. Hugh 
Cook as an English professor. But, as 


are 


I learned this week, he was a staple in 
the English Department for over twen- 
ty years and just recently returned to 
promote the launch of his newest book 
“Heron River.” At the event, Cook read 
a segment of his finished product and 
spent time to answer questions, sell 
books and sign purchased copies. He 
was humble and quite unassuming 
about the work despite this being one 
of four of his critically acclaimed nov- 
els. 

Set in a small Ontario town, the 
novel features an intricate dynamic 
of multiple characters whose stories 
are woven together. There are five 
main personalities featured in “Heron 
River,” each coming from different 
backgrounds and different stages of 
life. “People who have read the novel 
tell me they enjoy the variety of the 
characters,” says Cook. “It began 
with several people I met whose lives 
were either sufficiently interesting or 
who had experienced rather dramatic 
events that made me take an interest 
in them.” Cook points out that slowly, 
character by character, he developed 
his narrative. Unlike many other au- 
thors, he was unaware how the story 
would end: “John Irving says he be- 
gins his novels once he knows the end- 
ing, and then plots backward. I can’t 
do that. I try to give my characters 
enough leash, as it were, from the be- 
ginning, and see where it is they them- 
selves want to go.” 

“Heron River” has a good cast of 
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I have to be honest: probably the best 
video I've seen all week is a parody of 
LMFAO’s Party Rock Anthem: North 
Korea Edition. It features Kim Jong 
ll performing some of his best dance 
moves yet. If you haven't seen it, you 
should head to a computer and watch 
it with your friends as soon as is hu- 
manly possible. It’s priceless. When- 
ever the fearless leader bellows the 
call for his people to “Party rock” or 
stoically declares “Every day I’m shuf- 


2012 


interesting characters: Madeline, a 
teacher with multiple sclerosis; Adam, 
her 26-year-old son who was disabled 
after a childhood accident; Jacob, an 
intelligent paperboy who regularly 
sneaks into his vacant 
homes; Tara, a young female cop try- 
ing to solve the crimes that have the 
town on edge; and Orrin, a 19-year- 
old violent, sociopathic killer. With 
all these distinct stories intermingling 
throughout, Cook admits it was a real 
test to creatively fit them all together. 
The book was nearly a decade in the 
making and “part of that was because 
interweaving the lives of five charac- 
ters simultaneously was a real chal- 
lenge. Eventually I told myself to place 
butt in chair and just keep working at 
it, just keep writing these characters’ 
lives.” The novel deals amply with the 
meta-narrative issues of the human 
experience including tragedy, suffer- 
ing and forgiveness, “What excites me 
is dealing honestly as a Christian writ- 
er with the world my characters live 
in,” says Cook, “broken, but suffused 
with rays of forgiveness and grace.” 

After completing this venture, Cook 
is glad to be done but still has aspira- 
tions of continuing to write fiction. 
“T’ve been thinking about what writ- 
ing project I would like to take on 
next, but so far nothing has hit me 
over the head ... a lot will depend on 
my health.” He seems to be enjoying 
his book launch tour, connecting with 
many old colleagues and making some 
new friends along the way. Already 
there has been a good deal of feedback 
shared about the book. “One reader 
told me he thinks it’s my most mature 
and complex work yet,” says Cook. “It 
would be nice if he was right.” 

When asked what advice he would 


and Still 


customers’ 


ituation 


flin,” I pretty much lose it. “Ain't no 
party like a Pyongyang party!” Classic 
satire. 

As funny as viral videos like these 
are, there’s obviously a darker side 
to the East Asian country that cannot 
totally be captured by the Colberts of 
the world. After the end of the Second 
World War, the Korean Peninsula 
was divided into American and Rus- 
sian portions (South and North) and 
ever since then things have been rocky 
north of the 38th parallel. The history 
of government induced famines, tor- 
tures and killings have not lent kindly 
to a positive global reputation, 
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like most to pass on to students, Cook 
responded, 

“Believe in the gift God has given 
you, if he has. But you need to develop 
it. 

Never be satisfied too quickly. 
Write, then rewrite. I’m very finicky. 
It’s not unusual for me to spend a 
whole morning getting a paragraph 


just right. Don’t send anything off too 


soon; let it sit around for a bit so you 
can look at it more objectively. 

And part of developing the gift is 
that you need to be reading fiction: 
writers from the past so you know 
where the craft has been, what tech- 
niques writers used in the past, which 
problems they faced, ete., and writers 
in the present so that you know how 
your contemporaries are solving these 
problems. Reading, I find, puts me on 
a higher artistic plane, like an athlete 
who’s really in shape. 

And know how to read. Immature 
readers ask, ‘What happens next?’ 
Mature readers ask, ‘What does this 
mean?’ Writer-readers ask, ‘How did 


they do that?’ “ Gb 


Pr 
Hugh Cook 


3 


NEWS 


Heron River: The Newest Novel of 
Redeemer’s Professor Emeritus Hugh 
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Shufflin’: An Overview 


Under the infallible “Dear Leader,” 
Kim Jong ll, the country has remained 
isolated and shrouded in secrecy—a 
sort of last vestige of the Cold War. 
According to various news sources, 
citizens can be executed for breach- 
ing this insularity. Some have even 
been killed for making international 
phone calls without government ap- 
proval. Amidst heaps of these human 
rights violations, Jong Il has managed 
to maintain a culture of public support 
and worship over his seventeen year 
tenure. His people love him, or so it 
seems to naive outside eyes. Pictures 
of wailing North Koreans were com- 


in North Korea 


monplace in the news stories follow- 
ing the death of their supreme leader. 

The question that is now posed by 
analysts and politicians all over the 
world is how on earth will his suc- 
cessor Kim Jong-un lead? Will North 
Korea be better off because of his son 
or will it continue to spiral out of con- 
trol, menacing the UN and restricting 
food from its populous? One thing is 
for sure, this chubby-faced 28 year old 
is an untested gamble. He has never 
been in the public spotlight before and 
no one really knows for sure whether 
or not his pampered upbringing will 
prepare him for what's ahead. If his 


dark jumpsuits, bouffant hairstyle and 
oversized sunglasses are any indica- 
tion of political similarities, he will be 
a lot like his father. 

Many fear that Jong-un is ready to 
prove himself to army officials and 
leaders in Pyongyang, which can only 
mean instability in the region. Experts 
who claim that North Korea is poised 
to flex its military muscle at the ex- 
pense of its neighbours tend to agree 
with the historical record. Every time 
the ironically named People’s Repub- 
lic of North Korea has been shaky on 
its feet, it has set out to prove itself 
by terrorizing with force or the threat 
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FTA: 
Annuit 
Coep- 
tis 


SARAH VAN BELLE 


Annuit Coeptis. “The Lord has fa- 
voured us!” This is the conviction of 
His Majesty's Christian School in As- 
mankese, Ghana. Found in the East- 
ern region of Ghana, His Majesty's 
Christian School has been created and 
built to serve and educate the people 
of Ghana so that they have the op- 
portunity of education through the 
Christian lens. Along with EduDeo, 
the school has been founded by Re- 
deemer’s very own, Dr. Mary Ashun 
and her husband. 


His Majesty's Christian School’s 
philosophy is based upon a “Christ- 
centred, student-enabled learning 
environment.” This focus is based pri- 
marily on the student and their prog- 
ress. The school promotes a healthy 
three-pronged relationship between 
teacher, student and parent in pursuit 
of success. Along with the education 
of students, His Majesty’s Christian 
School also offers a unique opportu- 
nity for parents and adults. Available 
to them is an adult literacy program to 
help build and develop the language 
and computer literacy. The EduDeo 
website (www.edudeo.com) features a 
page on His Majesty's Christian school 
which appropriately reflects the goal 
of their education: “The goal is that 
the teachers will teach with a sense 
of mission, integrating their faith into 
the classroom. This teaching has the 
potential to affect student’s whole 
lives, effectively enabling them to be- 
come agents of change in their com- 
munities.” 


Redeemer University College is one 
of the main supporters of the school 
in Ghana. Through various Redeemer 
student mission trips, the school has 
received much support in its construc- 
tion 


The FTA (Future Teachers’ Associa- 
tion) will be hosting a fundraiser din- 
ner on March 3, 2012 to raise money 
in order to specifically support and 
fund the school in the area of comput- 
ers. This African-themed dinner will 
include words from Dr. Mary Ashun 


who is the main speaker, as well as 
African dancing and a silent auction 
featuring various African artefacts. 


“For further information on His Maj- 
esty’s Christian School please visit 
www.hmchristianschool.com/home 
and for ticket information e-mail fta@ 


redeemer.ca” 


10% of the people doing 90% of 
the work 


TRIONA MILLS 


I first want to start out by saying 
thank you to all those who are current- 
ly involved in student clubs and extra- 
curricular activities! Your time and 
efforts are greatly appreciated by the 
people you help, both internally here 
at Redeemer and in the surround- 
ing Hamilton community. As for the 
rest of you ... just kidding! Seriously 
though. 

Having been on Student Senate 
for the past three years, I have had 
the unique perspective of watching 
the slow but progressive dilution of 
student-run, volunteer clubs. Cur- 
rently, Student Senate supports ap- 
proximately 34 different student-run 
clubs across campus. One emerging 
trend is the high turnover rate of club 
leaders and the clubs themselves. This 
year, we have seen the founding of 
brand new clubs like the Rugby and 
the Apologetics clubs but we have 
also said goodbye to many longstand- 
ing clubs such as the Living Rock club 
and the Social Justice club. Don’t get 
me wrong, it is great to see students 
taking initiative and starting these 
new clubs, but at the same time, we 
as the Redeemer community, need to 
see that these clubs not only survive 
the end of the year, but also continue 
to grow in numbers. In discussions 
with the Student and Senate clubs 
coordinators, I have seen the frustra- 
tion clubs go through in trying to in- 
crease student participation and find 
new club leaders. It seems to me that 


more and more students only partici- 
pate in events and activities that are 
beneficial to them. That sounds a little 
bit harsh, but I say this from personal 
experience. I can admit that I, too, am 
guilty of this. When I go through the 
Time Out, my eyes are often drawn to 
the advertisements screaming FREE 
PIZZA at the next History Learn- 
ing Community event (even if I am a 
business student). You may be think- 
ing, “What's the big deal? I’m going 
to events, aren’t I?” But think about 
this, what happens to those clubs who 
cannot afford to offer free pizza all the 
time? Or what about misleading the 
clubs to think that there are more peo- 
ple interested then there really are? Is 
it fair for us to be doing this to clubs/ 
leaders that are trying so hard? 

I have begun to realize that there are 
basically two levels of involvement at 
Redeemer. There are those who are 
involved in several (sometimes too 
many) different clubs and activities 
at Redeemer and then there are those 
who choose not to participate because 
they are here strictly for academics. 
I realize that as students we are here 
at Redeemer to get our education, 
but what about growing as a person? 
There’s a saying in churches, “There 
are only 10% of the people doing 90% 
of the work.” I think that the same 
could be said of students here at Re- 
deemer. I realize that this is the case 
in most communities, but as Chris- 
tians we should be more giving of our 
time. Volunteering is just one of the 
many ways to glorify God and I think 


that Redeemer is an excellent place to 
do so. Student Senate offers so many 
volunteer clubs and leadership oppor- 
tunities to students such as becoming 
a Senator, club leader(s), submitting 
work to The Crown or The Minstrel 
and volunteering with Tuesday Kids’ 
club, DEEDZ, H20, missions trips, 
etc. 

Now I don’t want to put all the em- 
phasis on volunteer clubs. This is not 
to say that we can’t enjoy events and 
activities that are just for us. Amongst 
the many volunteer clubs that Student 
Senate supports, we also have clubs 
like Air Switch, Ballroom Dancing, 
Tae Kwon Do, Outdoors Club, and 
many more. These clubs are all geared 
towards enhancing the student experi- 
ence here at Redeemer, while still pro- 
viding activities that students enjoy. 
As a student in an environment that 
supports and encourages so many dif- 
ferent forms of entertainment, it is al- 
most ridiculous not to take advantage 
of these opportunities. 

In addition to Student Senate, I also 
hold two positions in Student Life, 
both as Assistant Learning Communi- 
ties coordinator and Assistant Activi- 
ties coordinator. I realize this contra- 
dicts with one of my earlier arguments 
but from one off-campus student to 
another, I can’t tell you the amount of 
free food Student Life makes available 
to you as part of learning community 
socials, and other events such as Junc- 
tion. By taking an active participating 
role in your learning community, you 
are able to network with professors, 


students and guest speakers who pro- 
vide valuable insights into your future 
careers, Not to mention the option of 
going on awesome trips like the Shaw 
Festival, the ROM, business seminars, 
etc. 

Don’t get me wrong, the point of this 
article is not to guilt trip students into 
volunteering. In my first year I had no 
interest in being involved in anything 
outside of academics. But let me tell 
you something, since being involved 
my grades have increased dramatical- 
ly because I have learned the impor- 
tance of time management. As well, I 
have had opportunities to form close 
friendships with people who I would 
not have met otherwise. In the U.S., 
post-secondary education is highly 
competitive. Students are not solely 
judged on their academic achieve- 
ments; instead, they look at extra-cur- 
ricular experience. Students put just as 
much effort into their volunteer work 
as they do their academics. That's just 
something for you to think about. 

If there is one thing you take away 
from reading this, I hope it is that you 
will take the time to think about what 
role you play here at Redeemer. You 
may be thinking to yourself, “Well I 
don’t know how to get involved,” and 
to that I say, “Try talking to Student 
Senate or Student Life.” We can both 
assist you in finding a club or event 
that is right for you. Take the time to 
get involved! You won't regret it. ® 


Sinfonia Winter Concert Review 


ABIGAIL DEELSTRA 


Sinfonia presented an evening of 
magical orchestral music on Friday, 
January 13 with a variety of opera, 
ballet and musical theatre pieces 
spanning centuries. Along with per- 
formances by the entire Sinfonia, 
there were also selections by the Brass 
Ensemble and Flute Ensemble. 

The Sinfonia opened the show with 
Overture to “The Barber of Sevile,” 
familiar to many from the television 
cartoon Bugs Bunny. The 19th century 
piece composed by Gioachino Rossini, 
was intense with tender notes, puls- 
ing strings and an exhilarating end- 
ing. The next piece was a variation on 
a Shaker Melody from “Appalachian 
Springtime.” The delicacy of the piano 
added to what Sinfonia director Dr. 
Paul Thorlakson described before- 


hand as the “beautiful calm simplicity 
of this tune.” 

The final piece performed by Sin- 
fonia prior to the intermission was 
Overture to “Rosamunde.” “Rosam- 
unde,” a play which debuted in the 
1800s, was apparently a disaster; 
however, the music, written by Franz 
Schubert, lived on. In a number of 
playful melodies in the compilation, 
the violins were seemingly calling the 
horns to dance, an invitation to which 
the horns vibrantly responded, echo- 
ing the tune back to the strings. The 
energy with which Dr. Thorlakson 
conducted was contagious, enlivening 
the musicians who channelled this en- 
ergy into the music itself. 

The Flute Ensemble, a group of 
four students and their coach Sara 
Traficante, played a number of pieces 


following the Sinfonia’s performance. 
The numbers included Canonic Sona- 
ta no. 2, Slievenamon, and Intermezzo 
from “Cavalleria Rusticanal.” The har- 
mony of the flutes was beautiful, cre- 
ating a calming, but intricate melange 
of music. 

The Brass Ensemble, consisting of 
two trombone players and two trum- 
peters, also provided the audience 
with a wonderful musical presentation 
through a very diverse assortment of 
pieces. One selection which was par- 
ticularly intriguing was “The Hunter” 
composed by Johannes Brahms. A mu- 
sical poem, “The Hunter,” is Brahms 
interpretation of a hunter pursuing his 
prey. Interpreting the dynamics of the 
music in light of this story made for an 
interesting and more comprehensive 
understanding of the piece. 


The Sinfonia ended out the night 
with selections from the 1960s musi- 
cal, West Side Story. The innovative 
blend of instruments, beyond the tra- 
ditional orchestral implements, and 
the up-beat tempo made for a splen- 
did end to the evening. 

The music program at Redeemer 
has grown greatly since its inception 
and the Sinfonia, consisting of about 
40 musicians, is a testimony to that. It 
is amazing to see the God-given musi- 
cal talents that the students and coach- 
es involved in Sinfonia possess and it 
is a blessing to have opportunities to 
showcase these talents and most im- 
portantly honour God through them. 
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LEE RICHARDSON 
CUP ONTARIO BUREAU CHIEF 


TORONTO (CUP) Graduate stu- 
dents will have to cope with a smaller 
reserve of funding for research in the 
new year, as the provincial Liberal 
government has cut $42 million from 
the Ontario Research Fund (ORF), 

“People are a little bit concerned 
about what this means for the future,” 
said Bonnie Patterson, president of 
the Council of Ontario Universities, 

While funding is also being cut from 
hospital budgets in order to ease the 
province's deficit, money usually spent 
within the ORF has been reallocated. 
The next two years’ worth of research 
funding, which is often given to inter- 
national graduate students in order to 
attract foreign talent into the country, 
has been cut. Funding has been with- 
drawn from research areas of social 
sciences, arts and the humanities, as 
well as research excellence programs. 

“It’s part of the fund that goes to 
funding graduate student research, so 
it directly impacts graduate students,” 
said Canadian Federation of Students’ 
Ontario Graduate Caucus chairperson 
Désirée Lamoureux. “So the funding 
gets harder and harder to get... which 
could discourage undergraduate stu- 
dents from continuing their studies.” 

As well as slowing research, the cuts 
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could potentially damage relation- 
ships with the private sector, which 
often invests in graduate research. 

“We'll need to try to find other ways 
of doing [research],” said Patterson. 
“Institutions will really be scrambling 
to find other funds to try to keep the 
partnerships going, so that they don’t 
fall apart.” 

While none of the research projects 
had yet begun, grant applications, 
which were being worked on in prepa- 
ration for the January deadline, have 
had to be abandoned after the news 
was announced, 

“It's been very strange that 
they've been so quiet about it,” said 
Sandy Hudson, chairperson of the 
Canadian Federation of Students-On- 
tario. “Usually when a large program 
is being ended, stakeholders get some 
sort of discussion with the government 
first so that we know what to expect, 
but this is a surprise to us.” 

The cuts come as the Liberals begin 
to accept applications for a 30 per cent 
tuition fee rebate for a large portion 
of students in the province — a proj- 
ect that’s priced at about $423 million 
annually. The money saved from re- 
allocating from research is being put 
towards the Eastern Ontario Develop- 
ment Fund and another similar small- 
business program. 


also 
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Research funding cut from Ontario 
universities 


Graduate research applications abandoned after money reallocated 


Dalton McGuinty’s Liberal government will redirect money formerly used for research to small business assistance 
programs in Ontario. (Photo courtesy of Wikimedia) 


Peter Leithart lectures 
at Redeemer 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


As a pastor, professor and author, 
Dr. Peter Leithart has been assigned 
by the Association of Reformed Insti- 
tutions of Higher Education to lecture 
at various reformed colleges and uni- 
versities. This assignment comes in 
recognition of the many accomplish- 
ments of Leithart, as well as his wide 
variety of interests and lecture topics. 

Dr. Leithart has an A.B. in English 
and History, a Master of Arts in Re- 
ligion and a Master of Theology, as 
well as a Ph.D, from the University of 
Cambridge. In the past, Leithart has 
been a writer and editor for American 
Vision, a Christian website, as well as 
a pastor at a Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. Leithart is now a professor at 
New Saint Andrew's College in Mos- 
cow, Idaho and a pastor of the Trin- 
ity Reformed Church. He is also an 
acclaimed writer in various fields in- 
cluding theology, literature and politi- 
cal philosophy. 

This year, Dr. Leithart came to Re- 
deemer to lecture during the annual 
The World and Our Calling Lectures. 
His two lectures focused on the topic of 
gratitude and took place on Wednes- 
day, January 18. Various aspects of 
gratitude were discussed, but the fo- 
cus was mainly on the importance of 
gratitude in relationships, both spiri- 
tual and physical. 

The first lecture took place during 
Chapel. Titled “And He Gave Thanks” 
after the passage in 1 Corinthians 11, 
this lecture ultimately tied the ac- 
tions of the Lord's Supper to creation 
and then continued by giving an in 
depth description of the relation of 
the Lord's Supper to various other as- 
pects of life. His connection was in the 


way Jesus separated the bread and the 
wine and gave them the names “body 
and blood.” After he did this, Jesus 
gave thanks. Leithart tied this to our 
life, giving the example that as we take 
our food, our drink, our work or any 
other aspect of daily life, we use it and 
change it; therefore, as Jesus did, we 
must give thanks. 

The second lecture took place at 7 
pm. The lecture hall for this lecture 
was filled to capacity with students, 
professors and visitors. People came 
for various reasons - devotions, class 
requirements or interest, but everyone 
enjoyed the lecture. Instead of focus- 
ing in on our gratitude to God, this 
lecture encompassed also our grati- 
tude to other people. He took various 
viewpoints of gratitude from through- 
out history, including those of Seneca, 
Thomas Aquinas and Shakespeare. By 
studying various aspects of what these 
different scholars said about grati- 
tude, Leithart formed an encompasing 
philosophy about gratitude that tied 
together the giver, the receiver and ul- 
timately, God. 

These two lectures were a part of a 
larger project of Leithart - a new book 
he is working on. The timing of these 
lectures came at the beginning of his 
research for this new project. Leithart 
is still researching different intellec- 
tual and historical aspects of gratitude 
and applying it to modern philoso- 
phy. 

This book on gratitude will be one of 
many of Leithart’s books. Leithart has 
a wide variety of interests and writes 
as so. He has written books covering 
Jane Austin, Solomon, Constantine 
and many other seemingly random 
topics. When asked about his wide 
range of interests, Leithart said that 
his one connection was the Bible. In 


his earlier years, Leithart read many 
reformed books which he applied to 
all aspects of life. As it is still his belief 
that the Bible expands to various as- 
pects of life, his writing also expands 
to various aspects of life. Often, as with 
this book on gratitude, his research 
begins with a class he has taught at the 
college. 


The topic of gratitude is an inter- 
esting choice for both lectures and a 
book, and this speech was also intrigu- 
ing. Leithart successfully brought true 
gratitude into the light of everyday life. 
These lectures were both interesting 
and applicable, forming an interesting 
and enjoyable year for The World and 
Our Calling Lectures. @® 
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Crawley laps up 
Liberal party 


votes 


HEATHER BARNES 


2011 was a devastating year for the 
Liberal Party of Canada, At the helm 
of the Liberal party was Michael Ig- 
natieff, a brilliant academic, political 
theorist and author. While his quali- 
fications were impressive, Ignatieff 
failed to gain the confidence of the Ca- 
nadian voters as leader of the Liberal 
party. Ignatieff is undoubtedly a smart 
man who is passionate about Canada, 
but this failed to translate in his pub- 
lic addresses and in his ever impor- 
tant sound bites. The federal election 
results showed that the Liberal party 
won the fewest seats ever in party his- 
tory. Ignatieff lost his own riding and 
shortly thereafter resigned as party 
leader and accepted a professorship at 
the University of Toronto. 

The historic results which placed 
the Liberal party third in the House 
of Commons, behind the NDP and 
the Conservatives, were nothing if not 
a wake up call for the Liberals. With 
their representation greatly dimin- 
ished, their leader lost and ego wound- 
ed, the Liberal party faced the truth 
that they were going to have to adapt 
quickly to the new political climate or 
disappear altogether. Bob Rae, who 
was appointed interim leader follow- 
ing Ignatieff's exit, called for the party 
to, “pick ourselves up, dust ourselves 
off and start all over again.” 

It is with this mentality of change 
and openness that the Liberal party 
gathered for its convention this past 
weekend. One key outcome of the 
convention was supportive vote on a 
proposal which mandated that in the 
future all Liberal supporters, not just 


members, will be able to vote for party 
leadership. Those who are supporters 
of the Liberal party, but are not willing 
to be card-carrying members, will now 
be able to vote in leadership matters, 
provided they are not a member of any 
other political party and are willing to 
pledge support for Liberal principles. 
This change was meant to indicate to 
the nation that the Liberals are ear- 
nestly seeking the input of all Liberal 
supporters, not just the Liberal del- 
egates, and are looking to change and 
grow into a party with which Canadi- 
ans can identify. 

The two front runners for the posi- 
tion of party president were Chretien- 
era politician Sheila Copps and the 
fresh-faced Mike Crawley. Crawley 
beat out Copps and was named presi- 
dent of the Liberal Party of Canada. 
The election of Crawley is indicative 
of the Liberal party’s desire to position 
themselves as a re-imagined party that 
is a viable rival to the Conservatives. 
Crawley's website declares him to be 
“a bold new red,” and the Liberals are 
clearly counting on as much. Craw- 
ley has been an active member of the 
Liberal party since 1985 and served as 
president of the Liberal Party of Can- 
ada (Ontario). Following his election, 
Crawley said that the Liberals will 
“provide a truly new and fresh alter- 
native to Canadians in the months and 
years ahead.” 
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Republicans reassess 
election strategies 


Obama's re-election not a guarantee 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


With the American national elections 
on the horizon and Republican candi- 
dates vying for citizen votes, Ameri- 
cans are beginning to assess what 
factors will impact their votes in this 
year's election. 

The quadrennial election will be tak- 
ing place on November 6 of this year. 
Current American president Barak 
Obama is obviously among the candi- 
dates, Will his position be reinstated 
in the upcoming election or is America 
looking for new leadership? 

With the recent economic crashes 
happening in Europe, national debt 
will be an important factor for voters 
in this year's presidential elections in 
the United States, 

Debt is not just a national crisis; it 
is global. Economies everywhere are 
declining as more and more countries 
reach a point where they may need 
to default on their debts. Not only 
did this recently happen to numer- 
ous countries in the European Union, 
but United States faces a situation in 
which they either needed to raise the 
debt ceiling or cut back on spending. 

To raise the debt ceiling means that 
money is coming from the Federal 
Reserve, ultimately creating Ameri- 
can money with no value, while at the 
same time plunging the States deeper 
in debt. This inflation leads to higher 
costs for most or all marketable items. 
This is the option chosen by Obama. 


He requested to raise the debt ceiling 
by $1.2 trillion. 

Republicans, on the other hand, were 
strongly against this option. They had 
in mind to cut some of the country's 
spending to save money and keep na- 
tional debt low. This puts the United 
States in a better place in the global 
economy and the citizens in a better 
place nationally. 

Obama's willingness to raise the 
American debt ceiling may have raised 
many red flags among U.S. citizens. 
The money being spent at a national 
level on various goods and services 
within the country must be worth the 
increased spending at a personal level; 
is this the case in America? 

According to many, where the money 
is going may not be considered impor- 
tant. Both national debt and inflation 
need to be taken care of. According to 
Republican candidate Mitt Romney, 
Obama's debt policies to raise the 
ceiling would be “making [the United 
States] like Europe” — referring to the 
recent financial trouble being experi- 
enced by many of the countries in the 
European Union. Romney also stated 
that with these policies there would 
be continued high levels of unemploy- 
ment. Instead of taking care of the 
country’s financial ruin, these policies 
will plunge America into-bankruptcy. 

Currently, however, this does not 
seem to be the case. American econ- 
omy is improving. slightly, although it 


is still worse than itwas when Obama “naa! 


was first elected in 2008. Since the 
plunge it took during Obama's first 
term, the American dollar is back up 
to slightly higher than the Canadian 
dollar. However, the unemployment 
rate is still at 8.6%. Despite any im- 
provements that may be made, many 
Americans still believe that the Unit- 
ed States’ economy is on the wrong 
track. 

Because of this, Obama’s ratings are 
not as high as he may like. It does not 
look like he will be able to get 50% of 
the vote at the upcoming elections. It 
would appear that Obama's time in 
office may be coming to an end. How- 
ever, we have not yet considered the 
opposing party. 

Obama is not doing well in the polls, 
but the Republicans are still doing 
worse. Despite the fact that they voted 
for what the average American citizen 
seemed to want in regards to the debt 
ceiling, their ratings are consistently 
lower that those of the Democrats. 
Although there is not a lot of support 
for Obama, the Americans’ preference 
seems to be for Obama. 

The election is still nearly 11 months 
away. A lot can change in that time, 
both nationally and globally. But for 
the time being, despite many com- 
plaints during his term in office, 
Obama still has a good chance of get- 
ting a second term. 
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Journalism conference goes viral 


More than 75 student journalists fall ill at national conference in B.C. 


DYLAN WILKS 
NEXUS 
CAMOSUN COLLEGE 


VICTORIA (CUP) 
very quickly 


It spread very, 


Just one person likely hadn't washed 
their hands properly; that’s how a 
norovirus-like illness infected more 
than 75 delegates attending the Cana- 
dian University Press national confer- 
ence at the Harbour Towers Hotel and 
Suites in Victoria, B.C. 

It's highly likely that a student 
brought it in,” said Vancouver Island 
Health Authority (VIHA) spokesper- 
on Shannon Marshall. “There were no 
reports of illness from the hotel staff 
at all [before the conference], and our 
health protection officers have ruled 
out food poisoning.” 

Norovirus isn’t a pleasant experi 
ence. Sufferers feel like death. Symp 
toms include nausea, headaches, mus 
cle aches, vomiting and diarrhea. It's a 
common cause of gastrointestinal ill 
ness what used to be called simply 
the “stomach flu” — and spreads very 
quickly. Anyone can get it because of 
how easily it's transmitted 

[he virus can survive on surfaces, 
and touching any contaminated sur 
face and then touching your mouth 
can spread it. Exposure to those who 
have vomited due to the virus can also 
contaminate others. 

lhe trouble started as Chris Jones, a 
writer for Esquire, gave the final key 
note speech on the evening of Jan, 14. 
He noticed delegates began getting up 
to leave while he was still speaking. Af 
ter the speech ended, event organizer 


Jason Schreurs approached Jones and 


informed him that people had left due 
to illness. 

The severity of the situation didn’t 
become apparent to Jones until much 
later. 

“After the speech, I talked to quite a 
few people and shook a lot of hands,” 
said Jones, “and I went to bed because 
I was pretty tired and jet-lagged. And 
then Jason called at 11 o'clock to see if 
my wife and I were okay.” 

They were. But it didn’t last. “About 
five minutes later, it was just the most 
calamitous vomiting of my life, and 
there was just no holding it back. | 
was puking out of my eyeballs; 1 was 
screaming at the toilet.” 

Since he was only ill for about 20 
minutes before feeling better, Jones 
thought he had simply been food poi- 
soned. But when his wife returned 
from the hotel lobby she came back 
and let him know the situation: that it 
wasn't food poisoning at all. The na- 
tional conference had gone viral. 

“I gotta tell ya,” Jones recalled. “1! 
have never puked like that and | 
went to college.” 

Delegates left Jones’ keynote to bus 
to the gala event at the University of 
Victoria's Vertigo nightclub. On one of 
the buses, unfortunate delegate Bren- 
nan Bova from the Fulerum in Ottawa 
had someone vomit on his head, Twit 
ter exploded with reports of illness 
from delegates. There weren't just a 
few people sick; there were dozens, 
Conference organizers quickly can- 
celled the gala event. 

Management at the Harbour Towers 
and B.C. Ambulance Service notified 
VIHA that conference delegates were 
getting sick, People were vomiting in 


elevators and on stairwells — it was 
getting messy. 

Conference co-coordinator Kristi 
Sipes understood how the virus could 
have spread so easily before people 
became aware of what was happen- 
ing. “In the midst of the crisis, you can 
touch things and not know,” she said. 

“Our advice was that from all indica- 
tions of the illness and the way that it 
presented itself, that it was a norovi- 
rus-like illness,” said Marshall, “and 
because of the nature of norovirus, in 
a generally healthy population such 
as the students at this conference, the 
symptoms will resolve on their own 
within 40—48 hours of onset.” 

There’s no treatment for norovirus. 
According to Marshall, most people 
will recover within two to three days 
after becoming ill. But they will con- 
tinue to be contagious for up to 48 
hours after their last symptom. 

On the morning of Jan. 17, Sarah 
Petz, a delegate from the Manitoban 
who had made it all the way back home 
from the conference without experi- 
encing symptoms, reported via Twit- 
ter that she had become ill as well. 

“T really thought I was in the clear 
until this morning,” said Petz. “I woke 
up feeling fine, but at about 111 started 
to feel queasy and cramping. I’ve been 
vomiting. I've been rather violently 
ill.” 

By the end of the day on Jan, 17, all 
delegates and volunteers for the con- 
ference had checked out of the hotel. 
Many had waited days to leave to allow 
symptoms to subside. While WestJet 
and Air Canada provided flight re- 
bookings to some affected delegates 
with no added fees, at least one del- 


egate was turned away at the airport 
and returned to the hotel. 

More than 75 delegates, 15 hotel staff 
and two speakers became ill through- 
out the ordeal, More have fallen ill 
since their return home, And despite 
the outbreak of a norovirus-like ill- 
ness, most who attended still consid- 
ered this year's conference to be a re- 
sounding success, 

Petz, who has attended CUP national 
conferences since 2009, said that this 
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one stood out for her. “It was defi- 
nitely an amazing conference. I think 
anyone that goes to the conferences 
will tell you that they're so valuable for 
your progression as a journalist.” 

She laughed, and added, “I was kind 
of joking to one of my friends that the 
puking now was totally worth the con- 
ference before.” 
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Dear old Sandringham, the place 
| love better than anywhere in the 
world.” - King George V. 


On January 3, 2012, a woman's body 
was found murdered on Queen Eliza- 
beth II's estate at Sandringham. This 
event echoes the imaginations of mys- 
tery books and television shows as the 
body mysteriously appeared on royal 
property and is predicted to be up to 
four months old. It is suspected that 
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2012 


the remains of the body have been de 
composing on the royal property since 
September 2011. The body was discoy 
ered by a dog walker who spotted hu- 
man remains in the woods of Anmer, 
a small Norfolk village affiliated with 
Sandringham, which is about a mile 
from the estate’s main gates. 
Sandringham is a popular and be- 
loved place for the royal family who 
spent this past Christmas and New 
Years at the estate. Sandringham is 
the private home of Her Majesty the 
Queen and has belonged to the British 


ond 


monarch for four generations since 
1862 
ares (59 acres) of gardens and is one 
of the most famous stately homes in 
Norfolk, according the estate’s web- 
site. The property is 8,000 hectares 
(20,000 acres), with vast landscapes 
which stretch into parks, gardens and 
woods. Much of the estate’s woodland 
and country park is open to the public 
for free every day of the year. 

There is no connection with the royal 
family and the discovered body. Buck- 
ingham Palace refuses to give a com- 


The house is set in 24 heet 


if 


WORLD 


Murder at Sandringham Castle shocks 
British population 


ment, saying it is, “a matter of the 
Norfolk police,” according to the Daily 
Mail, United Kingdom. 

Initially, the police refused to com 
ment whether the body was naked 
and whether they knew its identity. 
A murder investigation began Janu- 
ary 3, 2012, researching and matching 
DNA of missing persons in the U.K. 
On January 9, 2012, Norfolk police 
revealed that the body belonged to 17 
year old Latvian girl, Alisa Dmitrijeva, 
from Wisbech, Cambridgeshire who 
has been missing since August 2011. 


Police are unsure about the cause of 
the body was 
stabbed because the flesh of the body 


her death or whether 


no longer remains. There was a phea: 
ant shooting on December 28 but 
this is not believed to be connected to 
Alisa’s death. In Alisa 
family said, “We are devastated by 
the news of Alisa’s death. We wish to 


a statement, 


grieve in private.” 

The investigation is ongoing and po 
lice are offering a £5,000 reward for 
information regarding the murder. 


do 
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Situation in North KOreai- continuep FROM PAGE 3 


of force. The bare facts are that the 
country has an estimated 10 nuclear 
missiles, some 5,000 tons of chemical 
weapons and over a million soldiers 
ready for mobilization. Motives on the 
other hand are largely unknown and 
up for speculation. 

Following the country’s missile dem- 
onstrations on the day of Kim Jong II's 
death, the South Koreans were put on 


Did you hear about 


Yeah, I heard that 
they thought he 


high alert. American intelligence agen- 
cies were also told to remain watch- 
ful. Interestingly, the opaque regime 
has managed to keep itself largely 
insulated from the prying eyes of the 
most penetrating establishment in 
the world. The U.S. currently has ap- 
proximately 28,000 troops stationed 
in the area. Their presence has been 
kept in place since the Korean War 


of the 1950s. The only real ally to this 
bully nation is China. Said to hold the 
keys to peace on the peninsula, China 
is given a big role to play in negotiat 

ing with the North Koreans. American 
pundits claim that the most help the 
West can realistically offer is to coerce 
the Chinese into calming Kim Jong-un 
and his loyalists. It will be interesting 
to see how this plays out in the months 


I heard that they 
thought he never used 


could control the 
weather and stuff. 


the washroom. Cause he 
was a god and all that. 


and years to come. Without a doubt, 
Canada has a role and students should 
do their best to be aware of situations 
like this and their global implications, 
even if it means with starting with 
Party Rock Anthem: North Korea Edi- 


tion. @ 
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So THAT'S how 
he died! 


JOSHUA HILDEBRANDT 
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Art Exhibit at Redeemer: Lynne Mclivride 


Need for Speed: The Run Review: A | 
Racer with a Story or Held Back by Cut- 


scenes? 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


Opening with a quick time event that 
tasks the player with escaping from a 
car crusher, it is clear that EA is try- 
ing something a little different with 
the latest instalment in their popular 
“Need for Speed” franchise. “The 
Run” attempts to inject an overarch- 
ing story into the traditional racing 
formula, and while the gameplay is as 
solid as ever, the plot leaves some- 
thing to be desired. 

The player is placed in the shoes 

of Jack Rourke, who has racked 

up a debt with an unnamed crime 
organization. To pay off his debts he 
enters into a cross country race, San 
Francisco to New York, with a payout 
of 25 million against two hundred 
racers. That is the plot in its entirety; 
there are no surprises as it briefly 
unfolds. The main characters, Jack 
the driver and his contact Sam (bewil 
deringly voiced by the talented “Mad 
Men” actress, Christina Hendricks), 
are flat entities that hardly have 
personalities. Some of the rival racers 
Jack faces are named, but you only 
see them and their bios in the loading 
screens. Luckily the anaemic narra 
tive stays mostly out of the way of the 
racing and varied locales. 

Rather than the unlikely task of recre 
ating the entire 5000 kilometre coast 
to coast journey, “Need for Speed: 
The Run” pieces together events over 
ten stages. Events usually task you 
with gaining a set number of places, 
but this is not always so; the goal 
changes occasionally to time trial or 
elimination to add variety. The tracks 
showcase the varied geography of the 
United States, and racing over the 
Mojave Desert, through the Rockies 
of Colorado or into downtown Chi 
cago makes for an exciting ride, Each 
of these areas is rendered beautifully 
and this, coupled with the high reso 


lution car graphics, makes “The Run” 
an overall great looking game. Com- 
plementing the visuals, there is an 
interesting soundtrack that consists 
of epic orchestral scores and licensed 
tracks. It’s not all just scenic vistas 
and open roads however; there are a 
number of set pieces that ratchet up 
the tension. From a blasting induced 
avalanche that must be outrun, to a 
helicopter with a chain-gun intent 
on turning your Lamborghini into a 
pile of shiny scrap, there are many 
adrenaline fuelled escapes to be had. 
Thankfully the game also implements 
a smart rewind system, so that if, in 
the last corner of the track, you are 
hit by a falling chunk of ice the entire 
race is not lost. 

There are a large number of licensed 
cars to be found in “The Run,” every- 
thing from the 1969 Nissan Fairlady 
240Z to the 2012 Porsche Carrera. 
“Need for Speed” has always been 

a game for car enthusiasts and the 
large number of selections and visual 
customization options should not 
disappoint. Each vehicle sounds and 
drives differently and the physics of 
the driving straddles the line between 
simulation and arcade. Taking a cue 
from driving simulation games like 
“Forza” and their own “Need for 
Speed: Shift,” the cars have a real 
weight to them and careful breaking 
is needed to successfully navigate 
hairpin turns and icy roads, It’s not 
all realistic however, and there is a 
risk-reward boost mechanic, akin to 
the Burnout series, that allows for 
ridiculous speeds and blue exhaust 


flames. This combination is incredibly 


satisfying and takes the best elements 
from both worlds. 

The story mode of “Need for Speed: 
The Run" is action packed, and has a 
finale that has some of the most thrill 
ing driving found in recent memory. 
Despite this, it is rather brief, taking 


only three to four hours to beat. 
While this is disappointing it is partly 
made up for with a large number 

of challenge missions and robust 
multiplayer options. Another disap- 
pointment is a technical issue, namely 
that the load times are frequent and 
on the longer side. This can become 
especially frustrating when attempt- 
ing to complete the game on a higher 
difficulty, as restarting a race can take 
a while. 

Overall, “Need for Speed: The Run” 

is an entertaining racing game, and 
although EA’s attempt to create a 
more narrative adventure fell flat on 
its face, the event thrills do much to 
make the game an entertaining diver- 
sion in the vein of an action flick. It 
won't get you to rethink what makes a 
good racing game, but it will keep you 
amused for its duration. 


comment at thecrown.ca 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


we =F 


ROWN.CA | JANUARY 2012 


Evans: Landscape is Dynam 


We bought 
a Zoo: Movie 


SIMON FALLON 


At the tail end (no animal pun 
intended) of the holiday season, 
acclaimed director Cameron Crowe 
(Almost Famous), releases a touching 
film titled “We Bought a Zoo,” based 
on a true story about a man who 
loses the woman that he loves. While 
the story line is predictable and the 
audience is able to assume every turn 
occurring, it still manages to captivate 
and evoke an emotional response 
even (and possibly more so) from an 
older crowd. 

While a large draw for audiences 
will be the hero from the riveting spy- 
thriller “Bourne” series, Matt Damon 
doesn't really steal the show. Come to 
think of it, neither does Scarlett Jo- 
hansson, although a form fitting zoo 
uniform does help. The real stars are 
Damon's children. Having lost their 
mother Damon's son and daughter 
(Colin Ford, Maggie Elizabeth Jones) 
are forced to not only support their 
father in his pain, but also cope with 
the loss of a mother. Jones, for only 
being seven years old shows unbeliev- 
able promise. Her witticisms and 
obvious care for family add humor 
to this unintentionally gripping film. 
The son has a darker vibe to him, but 
throughout the movie we realize that 
he symbolizes things from Damon's 
past that he has tried to struggle 
against, yet keeps battling. 
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Throughout the movie we are forced 
to confront Damon’s grief with him as 
he interacts with people, animals and 
places that remind him of the loss in 
his wife. Damon's journey is one that 
brings you in. It uses the everyday 
to bring about a certain kind of ache 
in our hearts, an ache that makes 
us feels as if we've walked the same 
roads and felt the same loss. 

While the movie makes a point of 
showcasing loads of cute animals, 
there's no real commitment to 
establishing an emotional connection 
with any of them except possibly an 
ancient tiger living his days out in 
pain, Not really a movie for the ani- 
mal lover, more for someone looking 
for a spoon fed, possibly non-existent 
romance flick. 

The whole movie features a sound- 
track done by Jonsi, the frontman 
for Iceland's hit band “Sigur Ros.” 
While Jonsi’s music has gained a 
huge following from a cultured crowd 
worldwide, the soundtrack stumbles 
along in this movie leaving the audi- 
ence emotionally charged at the most 
ridiculous points possible. Although 
the music is moving and tugs on the 
heart strings it leaves you wondering 
how Jonsi was coerced into this gig. 

Although it may make you shed a 
tear, “We Bought a Zoo” is not worth 
the $7.50 on cheap night, Redeemer 
students steer clear. q@ 
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Club Profile: 
Redeemer’s 
Rugby Club 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Started in 2010 by Steve Stone and 
Rachael Loney, the Rugby Club has 
been growing in popularity ever since. 
The club leaders, who have past expe- 
rience with the sport, began teaching 
others the fundamentals and orga- 
nizing pickup games on campus. “It’s 
been surprisingly difficult to build the 
team from the ground up, specifically 
because of the nature of the sport,” 
says head coach and co-founder Ra- 
chael Loney. “It’s a full contact game 
with a lot of liabilities, proper training 
and coaching is needed to keep the 
players safe.” While Stone is away on 
a semester-abroad, Loney has taken 
over the leadership responsibilities for 
the club. 

This year, the Rugby Club has been 
given official club status and regularly 
holds team practices. “We have been 
meeting two or three times a week,” 
says Loney. “We started with explana- 
tions of the game and basic concepts 


but now we've turned that into regular 
training to prepare for games.” With 
the support of the Athletic Depart- 
ment, the club is taking small steps 
towards the eventual goal of forming 
a new varsity sport at Redeemer. “Ac- 
knowledging that it takes time, our 
ultimate goal is to be varsity in two to 
three years.” 

The club members are currently gear- 
ing up for their first upcoming match 
on January 21. Loney is confident the 
team is already good enough to start 
winning, even though the team is still 
in its infancy; yet the main goal is to 
have fun. “I definitely believe we have 
the potential to win but regardless of 
the outcome, this is a huge step for our 
team and the individuals playing. It’s a 
sport that requires teamwork for posi- 
tive outcomes and it’s been awesome 
to see the new relationships formed 
from training together.” To find out 
more about the club, email Rachael 
at rloney@redeemer.ca or visit the 
team’s website at www.rrrugbyclub. 
blogspot.com. @® 


CURRENT ROYALS RECORDS 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Overai Pct. Conf Pct. Streak Home Away 
3-7 3200 3-7 300 L6 1-4 2-3 Q-0 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

Overall Conf Pct. Streak Home Away 

0-10 000 0-10 .000 L10 0-5 0-5 
MENS VOLLEYBALL 
Overall Pct Conf Pct. Streak Home Away 

6-4 600 6-4 600 Ww2 4-2 2-2 


WOMENS VOLLEYBALL 


Overall Pct. Conf Pct. Streak 
L1 3-3 


4-6 400 4-6 400 


Home Away 
1-3 


Men’s Hockey 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 
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on ¥v about to increase. From the 
first try out to the current games, th 

im finds itself fighting 
to a reputation built upon hard work 


[here 1s 


to hold on 


and great coaching a general 


notion found in the cold stale air on 


anv Friday night that a win against 


Redeemer is one win closer to taking 
from them the beloved trophy. 

Last year Redeemer managed to 
skate a perfect 


came by way of 


season, their only los: 
a forfeit because of 
Christ 
to skate 
year despite the 


an empty bench during the 


mas holidays. The hope was 
the same season thi: 


loss of their captain, who graduated 


and then joined their biggest compe 
tition team. More recruits were found 
in Jordan Reinders (Goalie), Brandon 
Martin (Defense) 
David Dy} 


Bradica (Forward). Coach 


Cameron DeBoe! 


(Forward) stra (Forward) 
and Andrew 
Jim Stevens put together his game 
Redeemer hit 
and began to practice for the 


first time in October of last fall 


plan for the season as 
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The early morning practices seemed 
faced their 
hard 


continually 


to pay off as Redeemer 


competition head on in a few 
fought 


pulling out 


battles early on 


victorie Redeemer would 


meet their match though, against their 


former captain’s new team the B 
vn Screaming Beaver Back-and 
forth play ended in Redeemer's first 
ritimate lo ine elore last sea 
on. Redeemer now found themselve 
in a three way tie for first. 


still in 
decision that 


he team’s reputation was 


tact as they made the 
would be the last for the s 
against the Rang- 
ers which would break the three way 
tie between the two teams and the 
Hawks, Redeemer knew it was time to 
tighten the laces. The next few prac 
tices focused more heavily on play 
making and break-outs which allowed 
the team to feel more confident as they 
Obviously 


eason. Look- 


Ing ahead to a game 


headed into the next game. 
this approach led to a stronger team 
dynamic as they headed into their next 
few games dominating every team and 
coming out on top 

The next hurdle the Royals had to 
Christmas break, a time that 
sent the team into many different cor- 


face was 


ners of Ontario to spend time with 
and friends, leaving the team’s 
The break always proves 


a tough time for the team; while 


family 
bench short 
to be 
with their games, 
many players absent. Re 
s forfeit last year came dut 
Yet despite the shorter 
still able to win 


they still continue 
there are 
deemet 
ing this time 
bench, Redeemer was 
every game during their break 

currently sits in first 
place in the Niagara Christian Hockey 
With a total of fourteen games 


Redeemer 
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played, they have been able to tally a 
total of thirteen wins and only one 
loss, placing them four points ahead 
of the second place team, St. 
Hawks. The 
eighty goal 


George 
men's team has scored 


; while only allowing a mere 


twenty-five, an impressive feat in such 
a competitive league. Currently, Jere 
my Stevens finds himself fourth in the 
race for the league’s scoring title with 
twenty-seven points. PJ Buys trails not 
too far behind with twenty-two points. 
Greg Dykxhorn leads the team in as- 
sists with twelve. Goaltender Dirk Van 
Soelen is second in the league with 
an impressive goals-against average 
of 1.57. Trailing right behind him is 
Jordan Reinders in third with a goals- 
against average of 2. Both goalies are 
tied with two shut outs each. 

As Redeemer looks towards the 
rest of the hopes are high. 
The team must remain humble and 
hard-working, remembering, that the 
biggest fall the hardest, The team has 
huge promise of back-to-back cham 
pionships and the ability to bring 
home to Redeemer another gold. Re 
deemer will also take their Decem 
ber win against McMaster University 
with them as they face other colleges 
and universities in upcoming tourna 
ments. The team would like to thank 
all of the relentless fans that provide 
so much support. We look forward to 


season, 


seeing you Friday, January 20 as we 


Ancaster Moose 
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face the at 9:00 pm 


ES SA EAE CD OTe SEFC IES IRE PL Pe EE Bt ROE Rt OTE Ye 


agp te 


eR 


Eric ‘Killer’ Karelsen leads the rush into the offensive 
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ROYALS 
The Men’s Volleyball Team Stuns VIU In 


JANUARY 2012 


San Diego 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


While 
spending time with family or sleeping 
in over the break, the men’s volleyball 
team was busy training and compet- 
ing on the west coast of California. The 
trip ran about a week, from Decem- 
ber 28 to January 4, and was centred 
around a tournament hosted by the 
San Diego Volleyball Club. According 
to Athletic Director Dave Mantel, “The 
team has shown over the last number 
of years that it has the ability to com- 
pete for provincial medals and this 
quality competitive environment is 
a great way to prepare the team both 
physically and mentally for some im- 
portant games coming up in the sec- 
ond semester.” 

The week proved to be a high-vol- 
ume, high-intensity block of training 
for the team. With many injuries and 
illnesses present, the tournament pro- 
vided good indications of the strength 
and resiliency of this year’s squad. 
Royals head coach Wayne Harris 
stated, “Within hours of entering the 
gym, every single team had a rash of 
injuries or illness and we were no ex- 
ception.” Despite the obstacles, the 
men held their ground among some 
of the best-ranked volleyball teams in 
the country. In their first match, they 
put together a patchwork lineup but 
ended up on the wrong end of a loss 
to the country’s 11th ranked team from 
Columbia Bible College. Their second 
game featured a face-off against one 
of Alberta’s top squads: Red Deer Col- 
lege. After five close sets, the Royals 
came out on top and stole a nail-biter 
from underneath the Kings. Next up 
for the men was CEGEP Limoilou— 
the fourth ranked team in the nation 
and the top team from the province of 
Québec, Despite a terrific first set (29- 
27), the men fell hard and were out- 
gunned 3-0. “That was the low point 
of competition for us,” says Coach 
Harris. “Fifteen minutes later we were 
to face the top ranked team in Canada 
from Vancouver Island University.” 

Much tothe surprise ofthe PACWEST 
powerhouse VIU Mariners, the Royals 
came out flying. “Over the next hour 
and a half our guys played the most 
precise and beautiful volleyball of the 
week, resulting in our 3-1 victory,” ex- 
claims a proud Harris. Their dramatic 
win against the nation’s best showed 
just how capable this year’s squad is. 
Standout players in the tournament 
included fourth year libero Brad Kooy 
and first year outside hitters Eric 
Heidburdt and Calvin Fast. All three 
players stepped up their games and 


most of us were at home 


filled in for hurting contributors Derek 
Vandenbrink, Jesse Dyxhoorn and Da 
vid Klomps. Harris sums up the team 
performance by saying, “we played 
some of the finest volleyball that we 
have played in the past four years 
against some very tough opponents 
coming out of Western Canada.” 

But it wasn't all tactics and training 
for the men in San Diego. They were 
also able to enjoy some leisure time 
interspersed throughout their bouts 
on the court. “We took New Years Day 
off, went to church and then went to 
the beach,” says Harris. “For our last 
three days we trained for two hours 
each morning and then either played 
beach ball on the Pacific Ocean or 
went to the military museum in the 
harbour (the USS Midway).” 

The entire trip totalled to a cost of 
around $17,000. All of the charges 
are set up to be offset through team 
sponsorship and through the Re- 
deemer Athletic Department. Accord- 
ing to Sports Information and Mar- 
keting Coordinator Peter Reid, “the 
amount [contributed from athletics] 
was added specifically for a trip like 
this for one of our varsity teams.” The 
record of effectiveness of these top- 
end tournaments speaks for itself. As 
Reid pointed out, “The season after 
we sent our team on their first trip 
to B.C., we won our first division one 
men’s volleyball medal ever (bronze). 
The following year in 2010-2011 we 
sent the team to Ottawa. Two months 
later we won our second division one 
men’s volleyball medal (silver).” If the 
pattern continues as such, it can only 
mean a positive result for the team 
at this year’s OCAA Championships. 
Reid also commented that the trips 
have proven to be successful in the re- 
cruiting department. “Since our initial 
trip out to B.C. in 2008-2009, we have 
added five men from B.C. to our ros- 
ter. The year before we had zero.” 

Without a doubt, Christmas train- 
ing trips have become commonplace 
among top-level college programs. 
“They allow teams to enter the all 
important January-February perfor- 
mance cycles with a bang,” claims 
Harris. “At least 25 teams from across 
the country took part in these training 
trips during the break this year.” Most 
of these colleges’ programs, according 
to Harris, have budgets that are two 
to three times larger than Redeemer. 
“We work very hard at giving excellent 
value for the monies spent. Our trip to 
San Diego allowed us the same oppor- 
tunity that so many of our competitors 


have.” Gp 
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The social network world of 
Google+ and Facebook 


’M SO 
ADD?! 


DANICA THOMSEN 


Over the past two months, there have 
been two articles talking about some 
imaginary forms of Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder, or ADHD. 

ADHD is a neurobiological disorder 
that is mostly genetic. It is not caused 
by too much sugar, not enough expo- 
sure to nature or too much screen time. 
While these things can cause attention 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


Social networks have emerged, 
peaked and died throughout the years. 
This trend began with 6degrees.com 
in 1997, a network that allowed people 
to send messages and post items on a 
“bulletin board.” In the last 15 years, 
many different social networks have 
emerged — Friendster, MySpace and 
Flickr, to name a few. Each of these 
networks had a peak point, where they 
were the most well used site for inter- 
net social life; however, it only took a 
few short years, or even months, be- 
fore they were replaced by the next up 
and coming social network. 

Despite the fact that social networks 
are most often free, switching from 
network to network is not an easy 
task. It requires re-adding friends to 
your page, re-uploading photos, and 
learning a new website. Yet, with each 
new network that emerges, everybody 
joins. 

Why would one go through all this 
work simply for a new cyber space so- 
cial life? There are many different the- 
ories, including the idea that people 
get bored with the social network or 
simply want to hide the past that they 
have on that social network, In any 
case, it is rare for a social network to 
last much longer than a year or two, 

This true until Facebook 
emerged. The original trial version of 

Facebook came out in 2005. By 2006, 


was 


Facebook became public. Now, six 
years later, the Facebook world is still 
popular; in fact, it claims over 800 
million users. Facebook has become 
a major part of people's social lives. 
It is now an important part of both 
private (inbox messages) and public 
(wall posts) communication. It also 
provides entertainment by offering 
many different online games, as well 
as various other apps, including con- 
nections to news sites and other infor- 
mation. These extra applications keep 
members for reasons other than sim- 
ply being part of the social world. 
Recently, Facebook has been chal- 
lenged with a new social network 
called Google+. Google+ is similar to 
Facebook; it has a public wall and pri- 
vate messaging, as well as the ability 
to share photos and web links. At first, 
there were a few differences between 
Facebook and Google+, including the 
Circles feature in Google+. This is sim- 
ply a way for a user to allow certain 
friends to see certain posts. Google+ 
also has a feature called Hangouts that 
allowed video chat among users. 
These, together with a few other im- 
provements that Google introduced 
to the world of social networks, got 
Google+ off to a good start. Currently, 
Google+ has over 60 million users. 
Although Google itself has not yet re- 
leased any numbers, there are undffi- 
cial predictions of 400 million by year 
end. After only 1.5 years of operation, 
achieving, half of Facebook's member- 


ship would be quite the accomplish- 
ment. 

What draws users to use Google+ or 
Facebook? The truth is nothing spe- 
cial. Perhaps some people are eager 
to join Google+, as it would mean all 
those embarrassing pictures and ridic- 
ulous status updates would disappear 
into cyberspace. They could also dis- 
cretely drop some of those unwanted 
friends. Others might just be excited 
for yet another addictive website and 
a seemingly new way to communicate 
with their friends. 

However, Facebook has been a faith- 
ful friend. Members of Facebook al- 
ready have all their friends added, 
groups joined and pages liked. Being 
a member of Facebook allows easy ac- 
cess to all the friends and apps people 
know and love. 

Facebook has also been keeping up- 
to-date with the changes Google+ is 
implementing, taking note of which 
aspects are working and which are 
not. Since Google+ came out with 
Circles, Facebook added lists, which 
is very similar to Circles but on a net- 
work users are already familiar with. 
To match Google+’s Hangouts app, 
Facebook added video chat to the al- 
ready existing Facebook Chat. This 
works equally well to Hangouts, but 
the user's friends have already been 
added and organized, 

Furthermore, Facebook has made 
the past a part of the future. By creat- 
ing the Facebook Timeline, officially 
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launched in January of 2012, Face- 
book makes the past an interesting 
and exciting part of the internet's so- 
cial network. If people are no longer 
looking to escape past internet posts, 
the necessity to switch social networks 
no longer exists. 

So who will win the social network 
battle? The choice is really up to the 
users. Are the changes Google+ is 
making worth the switch? Or will Fa- 
cebook, which has already lived much 
longer than the average social net- 
work, win this battle for internet com- 
munication dominance? @ 
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problems, people do not have ADHD 
for those reasons. People just need to 


limit screen time, alter their diet and 


get physically active. For those who 
do not have ADHD, these changes will 
solve the problem; for those with it, it 
will help with the problem but will not 
solve it. 

Disorganization, restlessness, for- 
getting and inattention happen to all 
of us sometimes, but it doesn’t mean 
we all have ADHD. It is the number 


of symptoms and their frequency and 


the level of disruption to daily life that 
define the disorder. ADHD is not only 
a childhood disorder, and many adults 
don’t grow out of it and they go un- or 
mis-diagnosed. I went undiagnosed. 
While I had my own coping mecha- 
nisms and was an honour roll student 
in high school, I struggled keeping up 
in my first semester of university. I 
finally took the step of undergoing an 
assessment and got diagnosed earlier 


this year, and am using my new tools 


~ to succee 
Yes, life 


iin 


twitter, e-mail, academics and other 
activities overwhelm all of us. But 
you know you just have too much go- 
ing on. Even with no obvious distrac- 
tions, I am struggling to complete one 
or two simple tasks on my to-do list, 
when you could complete five or more 
of those tasks. I need to take frequent 
mental breaks and move around just 
to be able to sit down for any length 
of time and function. I can’t remem- 
ber most information unless I write it 
down. Even though I have a high level 
of physical activity which helps my fo- 
cus, I still have trouble most days and 
forget things and make mistakes. 

I say this not to say “poor me,” but 
to make a point. You wouldn't say I've 
been reading too long and can’t read 
any more, so I must be dyslexic, be- 
cause that is insensitive to those who 
are dyslexic. ADHD is a real struggle 
for some students at Redeemer, and it 
is insensitive to joke and say you have 
ADHD when you know you don't. Be- 
ing educated and clearing up the mis- 
conceptions about ADHD is a great 
step to understanding what the disor- 
der is all about. That being said, I’m 
always open to answer any questions 
you might have for me. 

In the end, we all struggle with at- 
tention sometimes. In the midst of the 
busyness and distractions, God calls 
us to focus on Him, take a step back 
and as Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still and 
know that I am God,” which may be 
harder for some of us than others. 
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Editorial: Do we 
seriously? 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Let’s get one thing straight. I love 
learning, and that makes me feel 
pretentious sometimes. 

I thrive in an academic environment. 
I appreciate, more than practically 
anything else, the feeling of a solid 
class discussion or acknowledgement 
that I've handed in a paper I am ex- 
cited to put my name to, I love discov- 
ering something in text, or history or 
critical theory that explains a profun- 
dity unique to human beings. I view 
education as a way to look at what we 
know and see how God’s hand has 
guided our thoughts and actions to 
make “all things work together for the 
good of those who love Him.” 

And I have paid a lot of money to do 
this. 

This means that I do not have the 
time to sit in a course with students 
who genuinely don’t have an interest 


to participate positively and produc- 
tively in a class I actually care about. I 
recognize that these students pay just 
as much as I do in tuition fees, but 
what is the point of being in the class 
if you're not going to take it seriously? 
While I appreciate wit, and always 
enjoy when a professor or student 
throws a snide comment into class 
discussion, I have a problem when 
that snide comment sparks a conver- 
sation irrelevant to course material, 
or is just outright disrespectful. As 

an academic community, we have the 
obligation to put forth discussion in 
our curricular circles that is condu- 
cive to the education of our peers. 
Likewise, we have the obligation, 
especially in a Christian setting, to 
respect the norms and values of those 
around us, repudiating disagreeable 
comments not with sarcasm and con- 
demnation, but love and humility. 

A great example of this can be found 
as a part of the Youtube video gone 
viral entitled “Jesus > Religion,” 
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and the overwhelming response, 

both good and bad, occurring in the 
blogosphere. While my own opinions 
on the entire phenomenon are mixed, 
I have spent a substantial amount 

of time following the conversations 
on both sides of this video’s mes- 
sage. The backlash against popular 
critiques of this video - like those by 
Jonathan Fitzgerald or Jake Belder - 
is not driven by opposing theologies, 
but rather by the lack of grace offered 
when contradicting (or correcting, de- 
pending on how you view the video) 
Bethke. Grace is so fundamental to 
our faith that to remove the Christ- 
modeled virtue in our academic 
dealings proves nothing more than 
pretentious immaturity. 

This is completely applicable to our 
academic world. 

It is completely applicable to me. 

As [hit the last leg of my Redeemer 
education, I am increasingly con- 
vinced that I cannot assume that sim- 
ply because my peers are Christian, 


take education 


they have the same worldview that I 
do. Yes, they fundamentally believe 
in the same God that I do, but de- 
nominational and cultural differences 
mean that each of my classmates have 
a differing, equally valid response to 
the world we live in. Granted, their 
meta-narrative is the same as mine, 
but their life experience may not be. 
Not surprisingly, many of the com- 
ments I’m most appalled by pertain to 
a lack of awareness of this very fact. 
And that, in and of itself, makes me 
guilty of the same crime I impose on 
my peers. 

What I lack is grace. 

Grace requires humility. Grace 
requires patience. Grace requires 
persistence. Grace requires love. And 
grace requires gentle conversation 
exchanged to forge wisdom together 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

But we've got to take that conversa- 
tion seriously. 

Looking back on my time at Re- 
deemer, I wish I'd taken more time 
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to converse with students outside of 
my immediate friend group, to grow 
respect and compassion for my peers. 
I may have spent much less time 
betting and competing against my 
classmates, and more time coming 

to genuinely love and respect those 
whom God has placed in my academic 
circle. I might have spent less time 
condemning comments or inputs that 
I felt were out of place, and more time 
examining my own contribution to 
this conversation. If someone were 

to pick out all the ridiculous and ir- 
relevant things that I’ve said, I’m sure 
I wouldn't stand too tall. 

This semester, let’s humbly join in the 
education that God has gifted to us. 
Let us not take it lightly. Let us put on 
love as we challenge and grow one an- 
other with grace in the conversations 
we have, as we develop the interests 
and passions we've been given. 
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ATM fees are discriminatory 


Service fees disproportionately affect low-income population 


SHAIMAA EL-GHAZALY 
THE CONCORDIAN 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


MONTREAL (CUP) — If you're as 
careful with your money as I am, you 
will choose to walk some distance to 
find your own bank's ATM in order to 
avoid being charged fees just to access 
your own funds. 

However, there are days when the 
weather is horrible, or you don’t have 
time, or there are just no ATMs from 
your bank within walking distance. 
That's when you'll find yourself star- 
ing at the ATM, annoyed with the fees. 
These fees are unfair because they 
burden low-income individuals such 
as students. 

ATM fees come in different forms. 
When you use an ATM of a bank that 
is not yours, you are charged conve- 
nience fees. The amount can go up to 
$2 per transaction. When you use an 
ATM that belongs to a private opera- 
tor, the convenience fees can go up to 
$5 per transaction. Then, your bank 
charges you service fees that can go up 
to $1.50. 

Some people say it is not much, and 


that might be true for transactions 
of $100 or more. But for the average 
student, charges up to $6.50 on a 
$20 withdrawal to get some food are 
a pain. 

The fact that banks make as much 
profit off of small transactions as large 
transactions hardly seems reasonable. 
Service fees, including those charged 
at ATMs, made up six per cent of Cana- 
dian banks’ profits in 2010. Itis a large 
sum considering that the net income 
of the six largest Canadian banks was 
$14.3 billion in 2009. Sure, eliminat- 
ing ATM fees might reduce their prof- 
its, but it is a tiny amount compared 
to how much money big banks make. 
Bank profits increased at all of Cana- 
da’s major banks by an average of 29 
per cent in 2010 (compared to 2009); 
surely they can afford to give people a 
break at the ATM. 

“If people want to avoid paying those 
fees, they should use their own bank's 
ATM machines,” said Adrian Rotaru, a 
CIBC customer service representative. 

The issue with that type of thinking is 
that it doesn't take the elderly and the 
disabled into consideration. That type 
of reasoning puts them at a disadvan- 
tage due to possible limitations of how 


far they could travel in order to get 
money. It does not take into account 
the fact that sometimes your bank's 
ATMs are not available. For instance, 
around Concordia’s Loyola campus, 
there aren't any Bank of Montreal 
ATMs within walking distance. 

Most banks have student and se- 
nior plans without monthly banking 
charges. Therefore, banks should do 
the same concerning ATM fees. 

As for private operators, whose main 
goal is to make profit, there should 
be some government intervention to 
limit the amount of money they can 
charge. It is understandable that pri- 
vate operators install these machines 
in order to make money, but to make a 
30 per cent profit on a $20 transaction 
is exploitation. 

“They charge you so much, It’s defi- 
nitely frustrating, especially when 
you're out at night and you need more 
cash than you have,” said Concordia 
student Elena Munteanu. 

If more people were to voice their 
discontent, perhaps something could 
be done. It might not make a huge dif- 
ference for banks to eliminate those 
fees, but every dollar would definitely 
matter to students. 
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Chaplain’s Corner 


DR. SYD HIELEMA 


COME INTO 
GRATITUDE 


Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wis- 
dom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in 
your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv- 
ing thanks to God the Father through 
him (Col. 3: 15-17). 


Many of us have bought into the idea 
that something has to be extraordi- 


nary if it’s going to make us grateful 
(adapted from Brene Brown, The Gifts 
of Imperfection). 


My goal this year is to learn to see God 
in the little things (anonymous Re- 
deemer student). 

Were you counting as you read the Co- 
lossians passage quoted above? Did 
you notice that Paul throws in the call 
to be grateful three different times? 
And he’s not nagging or being grumpy 
about it. He's actually overflowing 
with joyful excitement about the op- 
portunity to be grateful! 

At various times in your life you've 
probably been ordered to be grate- 
ful: “you go next door right now and 
thank Mr. Kelsey for that gift he gave 
you for moving his lawn,” (which we 
both know you will never use, and you 
had hoped for cash). And so you plod- 
ded across the yard, rang the bell, and 
hung your head as you mumbled your 
thanks. And a voice inside you said, 
“I did what I was told, but I don’t feel 
thankful at all...” 

Doesn't the Lord know that you can’t 
force gratitude? 

Wrong question. Instead, let’s put 
it this way: Scripture assumes that 
gratitude flows from a commitment, 
not first of all from a feeling. And 
therefore it rightly calls us over and 
over again to commit to grateful liv- 
ing. And Scripture also knows that a 
life committed to grateful living tunes 
its eyes to see God in countless little 
(and big!) things and is therefore freed 
to walk in greater joy, hope, trust and 
peace. 


I love to take passages that address 
similar themes and line them up to- 
gether as a “pearl-string.” Soak for 
a moment in these Scriptures: “Give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Do 
not put out the Spirit's fire” (I Thess, 
5: 18-19); “The LORD is my strength 
and my shield; my heart trusts in him, 
and I am helped. My heart leaps for 
joy and I will give thanks to him in 
song” (Psalm 28: 7); “Give thanks to 
the LORD, for he is good; his love en- 
dures forever” (Psalm 107: 1); “Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in ev- 
erything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4: 7-8). 

This week Wednesday and Thursday, 
Dr. Peter Leithart from New St. An- 
drews College (Idaho) will speak on 
campus, focusing on the place of grati- 
tude in the Christian life. He is a wise 
man who is widely published. 

Do you desire to take on the Jesus 
yoke by learning to strengthen your 
gratitude? Soak in the pearl-string, 
commit to thankful living, listen to 
Dr. Leithart, so that “whatever you do, 
whether in word or in deed, you can 
do it all in the name of the Lord Je- 
sus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.” @p 


LAURA HEMING 


Idle: a word that is used to describe 
something empty, unmoving and 
lazy. Although this is used to describe 
many things in a literal sense, it 
seems to be a word that perfectly em- 
bodies the essence of today’s Chris- 
tian, In a society that has become 
increasingly self interested, it is be- 
coming difficult to focus our attention 
on anyone else. A common question 
that has probably entered your ear at 
least once during the Christmas holi- 
days is “What are you doing with your 
life after school is over?” It is easy to 
answer how we always have. Sticking 
safely to the life plan has always been 
our response. Maybe the better ques- 
tion though is “What is God’s plan for 
you after school is over?” 

Are we listening to God's voice and 
responding to the challenges he calls 
us to, or are we pushing aside His 
voice and putting ourselves in the 
control seat. When we find ourselves 
piloting our own life it is dangerous. 
When we are constantly adhering 
to our own desires, it becomes less 
essential to trust God. Why would we 
desire God when we are meeting our 
own desires? Our relationship with 
God needs to be sacrificial. It needs 
to be a constant conversation where 
we are speaking and listening when 
we are being spoken to. God is calling 
us all to something more than we are 
willing to settle for, but this requires 
answering the call when it comes. 

If we ever become satisfied with 
our walk with God, this should be an 
immediate red flag. There is always 
more of God that is to be discovered; 
whether that is in what we experience 
in life or what we read within His 
Word. A verse that really woke me up 
is Revelation 3:16 where God says, “ 
So because you are lukewarm neither 
hot nor cold, I am about to spit you 
out of my mouth.” These words speak 
volumes about the standard of life we 
are called to live. We are either in or 
out, there is no in between. What a 
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An Idle Walk _ 


chilling thought that God would actu- 
ally spit His child out of His mouth. 
We say that we don't feel like we 
are growing, or we don’t hear His 
voice, but are we really listening? 
Are we taking the time to be in His 
Word before all else, or are we plac- 
ing our attention somewhere else? 
2 Thessalonians 3:10 says, “The one 
who is unwilling to work shall not 
eat.” Maybe our walk has become dry 
because we are not willing to work, 
but rather are looking for quick fixes. 
There is so much more of God's love 
to be encountered, more to fulfill our 
hunger, if we only will work for it. We 
need to tell Him when we are feeling 
dry in our walk with Him, because he 
has promised to quench our thirst. If 
our gaze is fixed on Him, nothing can 
possibly steal away our attention. 
There are countless times in His 
Word where God warns us about 
the dangers of being content and 
unmoving. In 2 Thessalonians 3:6 
Paul writes, “In the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, 
brothers and sisters, to keep away 
from every believer who is idle and 
disruptive and does not live according 
to the teaching you received from us.” 
Sure we can obey his commands and 
know scripture, but are we letting it 
penetrate within us, or is it another 
fact we allow into our minds just like 
another historical date. We cannot 
possibly stay unmoving when God 
wants us to dig deeper. Our faith can- 
not simply be carried as another de- 
fining feature of who we are like one 
of our favourite pastimes, but it has 
to be lived out. It has to be the river 
from which every part of us flows. 
This year, we should make it our sole 
goal to never be satisfied. Let us never 
feel content in our walk with God, but 
always be desiring more of Him. Let 
us make sure we do not stay idle in 
our relationship with Jesus. Let us be 
consumed by the all consuming fire, 
as He calls us to go deeper with Him. 
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First 


Years: Do mea 


favour 


AARON DEVOS 


Please do me a favour. If I ever come 
over, do not try to entertain me by 
turning the television on. I don’t care 
if it is your favourite episode of “The 
Big Bang Theory” and I don’t believe 
you when you suggest that coopera- 
tive mode in “Halo” counts as valu- 
able time spent together. 

I know that I have done the same, 
based on some sort of a verbal or 
nonverbal premise that this counts 
as quality time, As your friend, and 
sometimes under the auspice of being 
your RA, I may have done the same 
thing to you. I have suggested watch- 
ing a movie or playing a video game 
as a way to eliminate stress before 
studying for your next exam. 

Lam sorry. I am sorry that I did not 
recommend a game of twenty-one on 
the basketball court out back. I am 
sorry for not sitting down with you as 
we waited on some tea to steep and 
cookies to bake. I am sorry that we 
didn’t go for a long walk. 

Instead, I sat beside you and yet I 
could not have been further away. 
Even if I had called you from Antarc- 
tica, I still would have been closer. 

I was out in another world and in it 
your daily concerns had no value. 
The only noises you heard from me 
the whole time we were together was 
laughter when either of our charac- 
ters died in an unusual manner. The 
only time I talked during the movie 
that we watched together was when I 
said, “shhh” while you were trying to 
tell me something. 

I realize now that by the time the 
game or movie ended that I had not 
done a very good job of easing your 
worries for the upcoming day. The 
television had probably done a bet- 
ter job than I. I don’t blame you if 
the next time that you are facing an 
onslaught of stresses you choose to 
go to the television over me. You may 
decide to invite me but I also realize 
that you may have done this so that 
you do not feel as if you are doing it 
alone. 

As long as the television is on, even 
if no one is in the room, you are not 
alone. I don’t mean to say that I am 
with you in spirit, what I mean to 
say is that you are in a room with 


a spirit other than my own. Just as 
when I pick up a book, I am not alone 
with the book as much as I am in the 
company of the author. Likewise, you 
are not alone with a television in the 
room but instead you are in a room 
full of producers, developers, anima- 
tors, actors, etc. That virtual world is 
their world, What did they show you? 
How did they do it? Most important- 
ly, do you trust their leading? 

I would like to give a portion of my 
virtual profile. I started playing video 
games at about the same age that 

I learned to walk and talk. I have 
descended into the dungeons and 
ascended up to the clouds with Mario. 
I have held a virtual rendition of 
almost every popular gun model that 
has ever been made. I am fluent in 
just about every genre of video games 
that there is. And yes, I have even 
reached the maximum level cap in a 
MMORPG. 

I boast because I hope that this pro- 
vides a solid foundation for what I am 
about to say. Greater than all of those 
accomplishments, is this very article; 
it is the crown (no pun intended) 
over any virtual feats that I have ever 
achieved. 

About five years ago, I asked myself 
if my video game habits were leading 
me down a trustworthy path. The 
answer was a resounding “no.” The 
scenario already played out gives a 
glimpse of how completely self-ab- 
sorbed I had become. It was far from 
a life worthy of pursuit. At about the 
same time, which coincidentally was 
in my first year at Redeemer, I heard 
God call me to a life that was worth 
pursuing. It is a call that follows in 
step with James 1:27 which says, “Re- 
ligion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being pol- 
luted by the world.” 

I don’t know what God may be calling 
you to as a member of the church and 
therefore I cannot tell you how much 
time you should allot to video games, 
T.V. shows and movies. What I hope 
this article does is offer a word of 
caution for those who are discerning 
their call. 


Reaction to 
Jesus>Religion 


Addressing the blogosphere conversation about a recent 
youtube video gone viral 


JORDAN POWELL 


Something has recently sparked mas- 
sive debate at Redeemer, In a video 
entitled, “Why I Hate Religion, But 
Love Jesus,” Jeff Bethke condemns 
religious practice among believers 
and calls people to focus on Jesus 
instead. The video has gone viral, 
earning almost 7 million views. I 
started noticing it popping up on 
Facebook recently, especially with 

my Redeemer friends; however, the 
reviews haven't all been positive. 
Another large group of friends have 
been sharing a particular blog post 
condemning Bethke’s poem. Blog- 
ger Jonathan Fitzgerald leads out 
with the title, “Lame Poetry, False 
Dichotomies and Bad Theology” and 
launches an attack at the message 

of the spoken word piece. “What 
Bethke is actually railing against,” he 
says, “is people whose expression of 
religion doesn’t look like he believes it 
should. Thus, rather than discounting 
religion, he is just discounting other 
religions, or even just other manifes- 
tations of his own religion.” Fitzger- 
ald adamantly defends Christianity’s 
status as a religion. 

So who should we believe? Is religion 
in fact evil? Does religion keep people 
in bondage? Or should we put in our 
effort to defending Christianity as a 
legitimate religion? Merriam-Webster 
says that religion is “a personal set or 
institutionalized system of religious 
attitudes, beliefs and practices.” Does 
Christianity fall into this category? 
Compare Christianity to the major 
world religions to get a better view. 
Despite popular opinion, Christian- 
ity is much different from the major 
world religions on very important 
points. Yes, they all believe in a high- 
er power. Yes, in all of them there is 
some kind of moral code. In religions, 
the goal is to become a good person, 
In order to achieve heaven or Nirvana 
or any kind of reward, one must earn 
it. That is where the strict moral code 
comes in. The moral code is the sav- 
iour and the guide. Adherents must 


focus their efforts on this. 

Is this the case in Christianity? We 
know that in the Old Testament, God 
gave his people a strict moral code 

to follow. Adherence to the Mosaic 
Law and sacrifice to atone for failures 
was enough to earn their way into 
heaven, right? If that is true, though, 
what should we make of Hebrews 
10:1 which says, “The law is only a 
shadow of the good things that are 
coming, - not the realities themselves. 
For this reason it can never, by the 
same sacrifices repeated endlessly 
year after year, make perfect those 
who draw near to worship” (NIV). So 
if sacrifices were not enough (Rom. 
3:25), how can we earn our way into 
heaven? We just can’t. 

This is what separates Christianity 
from religions. In Christianity, there 
is no hope of ever being good enough 
(Rom. 3:23, James 2:10); we can’t 
impress God with our actions (Isa. 
64:6). Instead, we need to focus on 
relationship with him. More than just 
believing in God (James 2:19), one 
must love him (Deut. 11:13). How 
does one love someone he does not 
know (1 John 4:20)? 

You might ask me, “What about when 
Jesus says that to look at your neigh- 
bour with hate is the same as murder? 
What about when he says that to look 
at a woman with lust is the same as 
adultery? Isn’t he affirming the moral 
code, even making it more rigorous?” 
This is the part I really want you to 
understand. The act of murder is a 
manifestation of the sin that occurs 
within one’s heart, True murder and 
true adultery are heart attitudes. 
Heart attitudes naturally produce 
actions (Matt. 15:18-19). Think about 
the fruit of the Spirit passage for a 
second. Paul isn’t saying that the way 
to God is to replicate those fruit. In 
Matthew 12:33 Jesus says, “Make a 
tree good and its fruit will be good, 
or make a tree bad and its fruit will 
be bad, for a tree is recognized by its 
fruit.” Also, in verse 35, “The good 
man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in him, and the evil 
man brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in him.” We can realize that 
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it is important to live like Jesus, but 
where we can mess up is in trying to 
force that life. A godly life is to Jesus 
what a fever is to the flu. You can’t 
force a fever, but one comes naturally 
once you have the flu. In a similar 
fashion, God gives us the righteous- 
ness that he himself e aed (Rom. 
3:22, Rom. 5:17, Gal. 5:5, Eph. 4:24, 
Eph. 5:9, Phil. hy bo Phil. 3:9). This is 
why C thristignity and religions are dif- 
ferent. Religions ask, “What must I do 
to get to heaven?” Christianity thanks 
God for what he has already done. 
When Jesus says, “If you love me, you 
will obey my commandments,” he 
isn’t passively-aggressively trying to 
guilt people into obeying him. That 

is a religious approach, seeking to be 
righteous so that you can know God. 
Christianity is the opposite. Jesus is 
saying that that you have to know him 
first in order to be righteous (Rom. 
2:14-15, Rom. 3:20-22, Rom. 6:14, 
Rom. 7:6, Rom. 13:8, 1 Cor. 15:56, 
Gal. 2:16, Gal. 2:21, Gal. 3:2-10, 25, 
Gal. 5:14, Gal. 5:18, Phil. 3:9). 

That is what Bethke is getting at in his 
poem. He isn’t attacking particular 
people; he is attacking a tempta- 

tion that shows up in Christianity, a 
temptation that I also fight. Bethke 
rhymes, “See the problem with 
religion, is it never gets to the core/ 
It’s just behaviour modification, like a 
long list of chores.” We become more 
religious when we try to systematize 
the love of God. When we try to earn 
God's grace by placing the obser- 
vance of rules as the way to heaven 
and the core of Christianity, we are 
trying to bring religion to Christ. I 
find this happening in my own life, 
mostly unintentionally. When I sin, 

I feel guilty and try to run away from 
the sin, rather than running towards 
Christ, who gives me his righteous- 
ness (Heb. 11:40, 1 John 4:18). I think 
most people at this school believe 
that we can’t get into heaven based on 
works. While the Jesus vs. Religion 
debate might for some be a question 
of semantics, we still need to appreci- 
ate Bethke’s poem for the truth it 
contains. @> 


The need to tell the whole truth when 
sharing the gospel 


MATTHEW TEMPELMAN 


“The time has come,’ [Jesus] said. 
‘The kingdom of God has come near. 
Repent and believe the good news!”” 
(Mark 1:15) 

Is our preaching of the Gospel bibli- 
cal? If we preach to people who see 
themselves as righteous, by saying 
that they must believe in Jesus, or if 
we preach that people must believe in 
Jesus so that their lives will be great, 
or if we say that Jesus is the only one 
who can fill the longing in our heart, 
we are missing something huge -- re- 
pentance. I am arguing that we must 
preach like Jesus, John the Baptist 
and Paul. They preached “repent and 
believe” (Mark 1:15b). We must not 
preach a dangerous humanistic mes- 

sage wrapped up in sheep's clothing, 
If Ifpeople believe that they are basically 


3:23 says, “for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” People must 
be shown that they have broken God's 
law and will be going to hell. 

Here is an analogy that illustrates 
the importance of making sure people 
know why they must believe in Jesus. 
It is largely based on a talk given by 
Ray Comfort, titled “Hell’s Best Kept 
Secret.” 

Picture two men in an airplane. The 
first man is offered a parachute and 
is told that if he really trusts in the 
parachute it will definitely i 
his Hight and so fhe mantakes ieee 
the man finds himself sitting in an 
uncomfortable position. He is able 
to bear this, but when pre start to 


the parachute and the person who told 
him to put it on. 

The second man is also given a para- 
chute, but instead of being told that it 
will improve his flight. He is told that 
in a short time he is going to have to 
jump 25,000 feet. This man does not 
even think about the discomfort he is 
feeling because of the parachute, and 
when people start to persecute him he 
holds onto the parachute even harder 
and feels sorry for the other people. 
When the flight attendant comes and 


_ spills hot chocolate on him, he looks 


even more forward to the jump. 
This) us with the under- 
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The pattern that we see in the Bi- 
ble is repent and believe. When the 
woman was caught in adultery and 
brought before Jesus, she knew she 
had sinned and yet Jesus said to her, 
“then neither do I condemn you... Go 
now and leave your life of sin” (John 
8:11), What Jesus says contrasts the 
Pharisees who were condemning her 
without recognizing their own sinful- 
ness. Jesus is gracious and yet -- this 
must not be forgotten -- he also com- 
mands her to repent. ime 
about the blessedness of 
Jesus, “When Jesus spoke again to the: 
people, he said, ‘I am the light of the 
world, Whoever follows me will never 


cai ‘The 


tea must know the Truth and 
that “all have sinned and 


short of the glory of God,” (Romans 
3:23). “As it is written: “There is no 
one righteous, not even one;” (Ro- 
mans 3:10). But, “[Jesus] came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance” (Luke 5:32, KJV). Remem- 
ber the jailor who realized his sins and 
asked Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?’ 31 They replied, ‘Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus, you will 
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Seem) asf 


30- Actress Woodard; 
32- Beethoven dedicatee; 


9- Wears well; 
10- Like an unprotected 


Across 62- Buck follower; 
ee 63- First name in cosmetics; 
1- Filth; 64- Achy; 
ima ie | 5- Artful; 65- Mohawk-sporting actor; 
8- Soprano Gluck; 66- Makes a row?; 
l2--Copiz:: 
14- Cancun coin; Down 
15- London jail; 
fi m2} 16- Hackneyed; 1- Not fem.; 
17- Language of Pakistan; 18- 2- As far as; 
Cornerstone abbr.; 3- A type of bake; 
19- Consist of; 4- Seaweed; 
21- Prepare to eat, in a way; 5- Shrivelled, without 
baal ic bat 23- Classified items; moisture; 
24- Bingo!; 6- Acid; 
be ie he 25- Leb. neighbor; 7- Young; 
26- French form of kick 8- "A Death in the Family” 
i ae = boxing; author; 


33- Act of impelling; sweater?; 

37- Cover; ll- Tree of the birch family; 
38-_ and the Night Visitors; 13- Add fizz; 

39- Emaciated; 14- Cat; 


40- Disease of rabbits; 
42- Gravy, for one; 
43- Prehistoric chisellike tool; 


20- Chemical ending; 
22- British nobleman; 
24- A, as in Athens; 


ote ot a: 44- Beginning; 26- Denomination; 
45- Attorney's org,; 27- Baseball family name; 

48- Spar; 28- Antidote holder, maybe; 

espe 49- Dada pioneer; 29- Take _ at (try); 
50- Bog; 30- At full speed; 

lie ee 52- Astonishment; 31- Convocation of witches; 
57- Against; 33- Mingle; 
58- Civil disturbance; 34- Markers; 
60- Tall and thin; 35- A single time; 


61- Parody; 36- Russian no; 
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SEND YOUR HILARIOUS CAPTIONS TO EDITOR@THECROWN.CA 
RE: CAPTION CONTEST 


HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
REFRESH! OUR JANUARY COUPON ENTITLES 
YOU TO $1.00 OFF THE PURCHASE OF ANY 
SALAD AT THE SALAD BAR AT REFRESH. 
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38- Airmail letter; 

41- Bumpkin; 

42- Flexible; 

44- Bruins great Bobby; 
45- Accumulate; 

46- Swindle; 

47- Moving; 

49- Car; 

51- Bird of prey; 

52- Smoke deposit; 

53- Impetuous; 

54- A big fan of; 

55- _ -Ball; 

56- Baby blues; 

59- Discount rack abbr.; 


CAPTION CONTEST 


DECEMBER WINNER OF $10 BOOK STORE GIFTCARD - STEVEN ADEMA 


